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Cooperatives Choosing to Cooperate 

Since 1960 the Montana Council of Cooperatives has been advancing the cooperative business 

model across all sectors of the state’s economy.  Whether your members are agricultural producers, 

consumers, employees or independent enterprises, the Council will represent your cooperative’s 

interests at the Montana Legislature and in the public arena.   Our association’s  membership 

includes most of Montana’s electric and telecommunications co-ops, the majority of  the state’s 52 

credit unions, and many of  the traditional farm supply and producer cooperatives. 

Natural food and rural grocery co-ops are eligible to join the Council as are those farmer’s markets 

organized as cooperatives.  Agricultural cooperatives that market and distribute local foods can 

benefit from our trade association as can artisans who collectively market their creations as co-ops.       

Our board of directors and executive leaders are committed to the seven Cooperative Principles and 

honoring  Montana’s 100-year legacy of cooperative enterprise. As new housing cooperatives, 

worker-owned co-ops and shared-service cooperatives are organized in the state, each will find a 

home with the Montana Council of Cooperatives.  Co-ops of all shapes and sizes are welcome.   



ASSESS YOUR IMPACT 

Every two years the Council surveys all 

Montana cooperatives as to their contribution 

to the state’s economy.  Confidentiality is 

maintained while data is consolidated from all 

co-op sectors and analyzed using formulas 

designed by university economists.  The 

resulting economic impact report is shared 

with each biennial legislature and member 

constituencies to underscore the collective 

importance of cooperatives to Montana. 

TELL YOUR STORY 

The Council contracts with communications 

professionals at MCDC to reach out to the 

public using both traditional and social media. 

Council members may be featured on radio or 

TV shows, or selected for special co-op 

presentations. Traveling displays and 

materials are available to member co-ops for 

promotional purposes as are discounts on 

video productions that emphasize co-op 

values and principles.  

CONNECT & ENGAGE 

Like most trade associations in Montana, the 

Council seeks to link its member co-ops across 

vast distances and between distinct industry 

sectors. We seek to promote what we have in 

common and address any challenges to co-op 

operations, tax status, or regulatory climate. 

As a 501 (C) 6 organization , the Council may 

lobby the Montana legislature to advance the 

collective interest of its co-op members.  We 

issue bimonthly, electronic newsletters to keep 

members abreast of co-op happenings, special 

events, and networking opportunities.  Each 

year the Council contributes matching funds to 

the Montana Cooperative Development Center 

(MCDC) to leverage federal grants that support 

the formation and training of new co-ops. 

LEARN & GROW 

Each January at its annual meeting, the Council 

offers an array of speakers to inform and inspire 

governing co-op directors and their managers.  

Online training tools and videos also are 

available to help educate co-op leaders and 

employees.  Additionally, members may apply 

for educational scholarships to attend 

professional institutes and co-op conferences at 

the state, regional and national levels.   

One of these opportunities is the “Back to 

Basics” Cooperative Summit held each March in 

partnership with MCDC and other sponsors to 

bring together members, directors and 

managers of both existing and emerging co-ops. 

 

Promoting the cooperative business model to 

entrepreneurs along the Montana Hi-Line 

We are 
passionate 
about the 
success of 
cooperatives  
Council members recognize that only 

through cooperation will the public and 

elected officials appreciate the value of 

cooperatives to our local and state 

economies.  From jobs to community 

services, cooperatives often are the 

economic engines of small rural towns 

and the source of creative enterprise. 

Cooperatives pay annual Council dues 

based on their size and operating 

revenue.  New members pay only a $50 

introductory fee to benefit from the same 

promotional and networking services 

offered to existing members.  Please 

contact our office to learn more about 

enrolling as a Council member and 

becoming an active co-op participant. 


